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What We’ll Cover 

• The Basics of Financial Aid
• Cost of Attendance, Financial Need Calculation & Student Aid Index
• Simplified Free Application for Federal Student Aid - FAFSA®

• What You’ll Need to File
• Special Circumstances
• Finding Money for College
• Next Steps
• Time for Questions



What is Financial Aid?

• Financial aid consists of funds provided to student and families to 
help pay for post secondary educational expenses.

• Grants
• Scholarships 
• Loans 
• and Work-Study 

These are all types of “financial aid”



What is Cost of Attendance?

• Tuition and Fees
• Housing and Food
• Books, Supplies, and Equipment
• Transportation
• Miscellaneous Personal Expenses

Tip: this is often referred to as a “budget.”
They vary year to year and by institution to institution.



NEW Student Aid Index

• Measurement of the student’s and family’s ability to pay for 
postsecondary educational expenses

• Includes student contribution

• Includes parent contribution (for dependent students)



Financial Need Calculation

- =COA SAI Financial 
Need

To be considered for need-based aid, a student must show financial need
This includes “Need-Based” scholarships!





• Collects demographic and 
financial information

• Information used to calculate 
the Student Aid Index (SAI)

• Colleges use SAI to offer 
financial aid

• Available in English and 
Spanish

What is the FAFSA®?



The FAFSA® Today

• The 2025-26 FAFSA will be available December 2024

• In most cases, this is the FAFSA that incoming High School Seniors 
will complete for Fall 2025

• Generally, new form is available every October 1

• 2024-25 FAFSA is available NOW



• May be filed at any time during 
an academic year

• Colleges may set FAFSA & Scholarship 
priority deadlines – apply by those 
dates to maximize your potential!

SENIORS – it’s time to get prepared!

The FAFSA® & Important Dates



•StudentAid.gov account (aka FSA ID) 
•Your school choice/s
•Tax return info including schedules & W-2s

•2023 tax/income for 2025-26
•Info on current assets & untaxed income

Same info needed for contributors, 
such as parents of dependent students

FAFSA® & What You Need to Get Started



Student Student’s 
Parents

Student’s 
Spouse

Every contributor must create an account & provide consent on the FAFSA

Who are FAFSA® Contributors?



Create Your Account  StudentAid.gov



• Used for FAFSA completion 
and allows access to certain 
U.S. Department 
of Education websites

• Student and Contributor/s are
required to have an account

• Verification can take 3-5 days

Tip: Complete this process 
BEFORE you begin the FAFSA!!!

Account & Roles



Review Aid Year 
selection - to be sure 
you are completing the 
correct FAFSA!

Start the FAFSA®  fafsa.gov



Start the FAFSA®  fafsa.gov

Student should begin 
the FAFSA process. 

However, parent is able 
to start the process for 
the student.



Student will complete their FAFSA by providing consent and include:
• Personal circumstances
• Contributor information (if applicable)
• Demographics
• Financials
• College choices (can list up to 20)
• Signature

Generally, students under the age of 24 are considered dependent and 
are required to provide parent information on the FAFSA.  

See full Dependency Status info on StudentAid.gov.

Student Information



The FAFSA will ask the 
student questions, to 
determine which parent/s 
must be included.

Reporting Parent Info



A parent is defined as a biological or adoptive parent

• Parent of record is the parent or set of parents who provide more than 50% of the 
student’s financial support in the preceding 12 months 

• If it is a 50/50 split, the student must report information for the parent or set of 
parents who has the greater income or assets. If remarried, must include spouse

• It does not matter who “claims” the student on their tax return

• How does child support factor in?
• If the parent paying child support is providing more than 50% of the student’s support, this parent will 

be the one reported on the FAFSA.

Does the student have unusual circumstances that prevent them from contacting their parents?

Reporting Parent Info



• Students must know parent or spouse 
contributor name, date of birth, SSN (if 
applicable) and email address
If the parent has a StudentAid.gov account, the 
invitation email does not need to be the same 

• Once the student finishes their portion and 
invites a contributor it’s important to act in 
a timely manner

FAFSA forms not submitted will be deleted after 
45 days of inactivity

Student Invites Parent/Parents to Contribute



Upon signing, the student is 

presented the student section 

complete page. 

This page displays information 

about next steps, including how 

to track the FAFSA form. 

Reminder: the form is not completed and 

can’t be submitted until required 

contributor/s completes & signs their 

section of the form.

Dependent Student 
Section Complete



FAFSA® Dependent Parent’s Email



FAFSA® Parent Status Center



• Must provide consent 
to retrieve and 
disclose federal tax 
info and for student 
to receive SAI and be 
eligible for federal 
student aid.

What to Expect 
on the FAFSA® 
as a Contributor

NO Consent = NO Federal Aid Eligibility!!! 



Student will receive an email with 

the full, detailed confirmation. 

With the student and parent 

sections completed and signed, 

the FAFSA form is now considered 

complete and submitted for 

processing. 

Parent FAFSA® 
Confirmation



Schools included will receive copy 
of FAFSA once processed!

FAFSA® Submission Summary Page



Making Corrections

If necessary, corrections to FAFSA data may be made by: 

• Logging into the FAFSA and updating information

• Submitting documentation to college’s financial aid office.

Some frequent corrections – 
fixing mistakes, updating tax info, adding school/s, etc…



Special or Unusual Circumstances

Secondary 
school tuition

Unusual uncovered 
medical/dental 

expenses Extraordinary 
dependent care 

Loss of 
employment 
or income

Divorce
Parent or 
spouse 
death

Student 
cannot obtain 

parental 
information



• Conditions exist that cannot be documented with the 
FAFSA, or circumstances changed since filing

• Contact financial aid office to provide written explanation 
and documentation

• College will review and request additional information 
if necessary

• Decisions are final and cannot be appealed to 
U.S. Department of Education

Special Circumstances



Federal Student Aid Amounts

Maximum amounts for the major programs for a dependent 
freshman in 2024-25:

• Federal Pell Grant: max is $7,395

• FSEOG: up to $4,000

• Federal Work-Study: depends on funds available at school

• Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans: $5,500 total for 
first-year undergraduate

• Direct PLUS Loan (for parents): COA minus other aid received



YES – through the Federal Student Aid Estimator…

studentaid.gov/aid-estimator

Can I Get an Estimate?



Federal 
Government

States

College and 
Universities

Private 
Sources

Employers

Other Sources of Financial Aid



• Start EARLY!

• There is so much out 
there!  But you need to 
know where to look!

Tips to Find 
Money for College Examples of the where:

• Check with the financial aid office
• High School Counselors
• Local library
• Local foundations 

(ex. Greater KC Community Foundation)
• Church or religious organizations
• Philanthropic/professional organizations 

(ex. Rotary clubs)
• Parent’s employer
• Scholarship search tools and databases

Who can YOU ask to write a letter of recommendation?



Alternative/Private 
Student Loans Considerations:

• Application required (student and/or 
parent)

• Credit Checks
• Cosigners
• Interest rates may vary depending on 

credit
• Any fees required?
• Borrowing limits?
• When does repayment begin?

And many, many more…





Last Dollar Scholarship, can pay for tuition, 
books & Promise-eligible course materials
• Select KS Community Colleges 
• KS High School Graduates, within last 12 months 

OR
residents of KS for preceding 3 consecutive years

• FAFSA required, income limits
• KS Promise Application required
• Must pursue eligible program
• Program must be completed within 36 months
• Requires commitment to 

live and work in KS for 2 years

Only in Kansas!!    jccc.edu/KansasPromise



• Follow-up with your institution, more information could be required
• Are transcripts required?
• Watch for financial aid offer notification, review to make informed decision
• Be aware of payment deadlines at your institution
• Prepare for books and supplies
• Maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress

Remember to apply EVERY YEAR for 
FAFSA and Scholarships!

And apply by the priority deadlines so you do not miss out on limited funds!

Financial Aid Follow-Up is Critical!





Time For Questions & Answers



finaid@jccc.edu

913-469-3840

2nd Floor Student Center

jccc.edu/financialaid

Thank You!

Contact Us:
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